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Source (Durham and Mizik, 2021) 
 

 Source (Durham and Mizik, 2021)   

Characteristics Conventional

Conventional 
plus 
Biotechnology Organic IPM

Yield Normal Up to 15% 
higher

 

At least 10% lower Comparable to 
conventional

Pesticide cost

 

Normal

 

Lower

 

Much lower

 

Much lower

Fertilizer cost

 

Normal

 

Normal

 

Much lower

 

Normal

Labor cost

 

Normal

 

Lower

 

Higher (+15%)

 

Higher

Product variety

 

Specialization

 

Specialization

 

Diversification

 

Diversification

Product price

 

Normal

 

Normal

 

High price premium Normal

Gross margin

 

Normal

 

Much lower

 

Generally higher

 

Higher

Pricing/business 
model

 
Volume

 

Volume

 

Margin

 

Margin

Environmental 
benefits

 Normal

 

Higher

 

Much higher (at the 
micro level)

 Much higher
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